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the greatly revised and enlarged twelve volume third edition 1911 15 of sir james frazer s

controversial work on classical religion

in the eleventh year of the reign of aurungzebe abdalla king of the lesser bucharia a lineal
descendant from the great zingis having abdicated the throne in favour of his son set out on a
pilgrimage to the shrine of the prophet and passing into india through the delightful valley of
cashmere rested for a short time at delhi on his way he was entertained by aurungzebe in a style
of magnificent hospitality worthy alike of the visitor and the host and was afterwards escorted with
the same splendour to surat where he embarked for arabia during the stay of the royal pilgrim at
delhi a marriage was agreed upon between the prince his son and the youngest daughter of the
emperor lalla rookh a princess described by the poets of her time as more beautiful than leila
shirine dewildé or any of those heroines whose names and loves embellish the songs of persia and

hindostan it was intended that the nuptials should be celebrated at cashmere where the young king
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as soon as the cares of empire would permit was to meet for the first time his lovely bride and after
a few months repose in that enchanting valley conduct her over the snowy hills into bucharia the
day of lalla rookh s departure from delhi was as splendid as sunshine and pageantry could make it
the bazaars and baths were all covered with the richest tapestry hundreds of gilded barges upon
the jumna floated with their banners shining in the water while through the streets groups of
beautiful children went strewing the most delicious flowers around as in that persian festival called
the scattering of the roses till every part of the city was as fragrant as if a caravan of musk from
khoten had passed through it the princess having taken leave of her kind father who at parting
hung a cornelian of yemen round her neck on which was inscribed a verse from the koran and
having sent a considerable present to the fakirs who kept up the perpetual lamp in her sister s tomb
meekly ascended the palankeen prepared for her and while aurungzebe stood to take a last look
from his balcony the procession moved slowly on the road to lahore seldom had the eastern world
seen a cavalcade so superb from the gardens in the suburbs to the imperial palace it was one
unbroken line of splendour the gallant appearance of the rajahs and mogul lords distinguished by
those insignia of the emperor s favour the feathers of the egret of cashmere in their turbans and the
small silver rimmed kettledrums at the bows of their saddles the costly armour of their cavaliers
who vied on this occasion with the guards of the great keder khan in the brightness of their silver
battle axes and the massiness of their maces of gold the glittering of the gilt pine apples on the tops
of the palankeens the embroidered trappings of the elephants bearing on their backs small turrets in
the shape of little antique temples within which the ladies of lalla rookh lay as it were enshrined the
rose coloured veils of theprincess s own sumptuous litter at the front of which a fair young female
slave sat fanning her through the curtains with feathers of the argus pheasant s wing and the
lovely troop of tartarian and cashmerian maids of honour whom the young king had sent to
accompany his bride and who rode on each side of the litter upon small arabian horses all was
brilliant tasteful and magnificent and pleased even the critical and fastidious fadladeen great nazir

or chamberlain of the haram who was borne in his palankeen immediately after the princess and
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considered himself not the least important personage of the pageant
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